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table, surrouuded l»y Chsn*aas*i iett«-rs
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that was slowly growing cold, forgot
the Interests *¦ r*. personal or
pleasurable, of the uigbt before, while
bis mental eyee persistently conjured
up the map of Persia, traveling with

¿Toady «leir.'ratiiu from Jferv To St&-
ahed from Meshed to Herat, from Her-

of Indis! Ker It vu
not Ih· fact that the Haxaras had risen
against tbe shsb that occupied the
thinking mind, nor was It tbe fact that
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destin«· lue them, but Uie deep¬
ly Important consideration that an
arme.I Russian force had crossed tbe
froutler ami was encamped within
twenty miles of aJesbed.MesbedL up-
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ami reread the vying
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on a Ions rigar.
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half a second, while I akiui tbe St.

II - «.i! itattea pleased Loder. With
a nod «if ec -¿ed the
off. brisk fire thst burned l·»

ate.
? minute or two Lsk.ley worked

eteailllv ".let
by an it le remark or
ou- | penolL At last he

pped the paper a -ture of
satisfaction and leaned back In hie
chair. f

1." he said. "what d'you thlnh
of th;s? How's tUis for s compllcsv-
tlonr*

:· turned round. ·*? think." he
.Bid «piietly. "thst we can't overestl-

it."
Lakeiey laughed and took a loner pull

I d we mustn't t>e
afraid to let the Sefboreugh crowd
know It. eli'r" He waved his hand to
the BOOMT ef the n«-st edition that hung
before hi* tlesU.

I .od er. following his dance. smiled,
? .ed again. **They might

beve known it all along if they «1 oared
" be said. "Hid they really

<¦ that Pussia was gOtag to alt
; across the Hen Pud

shah played at mobilizing?
But what batoma of you last ?
We bad a itgalar prophesylag of the
whole business at Bramtell's; the great
Fruale looked iu for Ove minutes. I
went on with b.m to the club after¬
ward and was there when the newo

iu. Twaa a greet night!"
.ace Bghted up. "I can Imag¬

ine it." be said, with an unusual touch
of warmth.

bad him Intently for a
.th a qn ¦

l ard and rosled his el¬
bow » on the desk.

"It's gOlBg to be something more
than imagination for yot. " he

·- "It's golag to be
KOl.d Mroest!** He «pel and
v.- ; : h r.:!:.<«r more than Ma usual
shrew then he paused to
tea t '

«"it.
I w was still studying the flaring

poster. At the Other*· I · turu-
ed sharply. Something in I-ikelcy'a
Toice . n.s manner. I
ed bun. A t.uee of color croeaed hie

"Beeilt***" he eaid. "What do yon
meanV"
Par a further space his companion

¡ watched 1. with a rapid move·
dr.

Tea," ht aad l't-.ilde'e
Instants are never far out. He's quite
right. You're tbe man!"
BtUI quietly, but with a stranre tin·

datajia Lader left the
uro;. «k u chair

! st Lab alej *¦ «a-sk.

j "Do you ¦e what you're
¦id, la-

I otfll scrutinized him with an
air of i.r.sk s-U.sfacti jn; IbBO with a

re of riuMlity he tossed his cigar
I away.

"My dear chap.** be aakl. "there's go¬
ing to be a br *aeu somewhere-and
Fra de says you're the man to step In
sud Uli it'. You see. five years ago.
wneu things looked lively on the gulf
end the liundsr Abbas business came
to light, you did aome preaalslug work,
and a reputation like that sticks to a
man even when be turns slacker! X
won't deny that yon've sleeked abomi¬
nali'*· - · -» ·"· ^n-
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